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Public Participation for Policy in Places 

“Engagement requires effective participation, 
which builds trust and trust is essential to 

winning the consent of the governed, 
especially for long-term planning and policy 

decisions.” 

Source: Deloitte Access Economics 2015 
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A World of Mistrust 
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Trust in Government Evaporates 
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The Rising Trust Gap 

Source: Edelman 2017 
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The Quality of Government our second biggest problem? 

Source: Scanlon Foundation Survey 2016 
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Where We Sit on the Spectrum 

                                                                Review the Local Government Act   

        Local Government Performance and Reporting Framework   

                           Aboriginal Local Government Action Plan   

                                  Model Financial Report     

        Geelong Citizen’s 
Jury 

Source: IAP2 International Federation 2014 
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Engage Victoria - Share ideas here  
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Local Government Act Review – Project Lifecycle 
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Local Government Act Review – Stage 1 

Reform ideas: Discussion Paper 
(2015-16) 
Participation Spectrum: 
Inform/Consult/Involve/Collaborate 
 348 submissions  
 10 community forums  
 12 commissioned papers  
 6 technical working groups  
 Meetings with peak council and 

ratepayer associations. 
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Local Government Act Review – Stage 2 

Reform Policy Directions:  
Act for the Future (2016-17) 
Participation Spectrum: 
Consult/Involve 
 333 submissions responding to the 

Directions Paper 
 9 community forums and 9 forums 

with Mayors and Council CEOs  
 Meetings with peak council and 

ratepayer associations. 
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Local Government Act Review – Stage 3 

Implementation Challenges (2017) 
Participation Spectrum : Collaborate 
 7 technical working groups  
 Meetings with council peak 

organisations, newly elected 
councillors and ratepayer groups 

 Stakeholders meetings on specific 
reforms 

 4 focus groups with citizens on 
specific reforms. 
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Local Government Act Review – Stage 4 

Exposure Draft Bill (2017-2018) 
 
…………………… 
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Unfinished Business 

“Although LGV has demonstrated better 
practice in a range of its own activities, it 

has not sought to address the low levels of 
community satisfaction with community 

consultation and engagement initiated by 
local councils. LGV should take a more 
active role in promoting processes and 

resources for better practice public 
participation.” 

Source: VAGO  Public Participation and Community Engagement: Local Government Sector 10 May 2017 
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Questions and Discussion 
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